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also the belief of Tolstoi, indeed the fundamental
conviction of his life and the base of all his ideas.
Madame Tolstoi would not accept this for a mo'
ment: to her husband's face she sneered at it as
an "ingenieuse filaisanterie" (ingenious pleasant-

ry).

At this Tolstoi got up and went into his bed'
room and when Boulgakov followed him he said:
"As a weak man, I went away; it is impossible to
talk on such a serious subject with my wife: she
will not or cannot think."

September is even worse than August. On the
14th, Boulgakov declares that "she is absolutely
insane!" ("toutafmt/olle").

She shows him a passage in the earlier "Mem-
oirs" "which explains," she says, "her insane
jealousy of Tchertkov." Boulgakov won't read
the passage. "I respect, I love Tolstoi so pro
foundly,11 he says to her, "that I would rather not
read anything that might do him harm in my
eyes." Madame Tolstoi said she understood his
sentiment.

On the 18th of September, there was a terrible
scene with a chance visitor: Madame Tolstoi hoi-'
rified him with tales of Tchertkov so that at
length he fled from the house. On the 21st comes
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